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Message from the Chairman
Dear Cooperators,

First, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to 
all of you who have shown solidarity and dedication 
to the development of the global fisheries industry 
over the past year.

As global economic uncertainty and changes in 
the international environment continue into 2025, 
I would like to express my sincere respect and 
gratitude to all ICFO members worldwide who 
have worked tirelessly on the ground to ensure 
the sustainability of the fisheries industry and 
strengthen the role of cooperatives.

In July of this year, I was re-elected as Chair of ICFO, thanks to the full trust 
and support of ICFO members. I once again express my deepest gratitude, 
and I will continue to fulfill my role with even greater sincerity and 
responsibility to advance the fisheries industry.

This year, ICFO continued its commitment to the development of fishermen 
and cooperatives through field-oriented support. In particular, we focused 
on improving conditions in the fishing industry by continuing to provide 
support for fisheries-related equipment and supplies, with the goal of 
enhancing the productivity and competitiveness of our member countries’ 
fisheries industries.

Furthermore, to prepare for a sustainable future for the fisheries industry, 
we are collaborating with Pukyoung National University in Korea to operate 
a scholarship program for nurturing fisheries talent. Through this program, 
we will continue to select new scholarship recipients in 2025, striving to 
cultivate international fisheries professionals.

2026 will be a crucial year for the solidarity and mutual prosperity of 
cooperatives to further spread and establish themselves throughout the 
international community. Building on this momentum, ICFO will continue 
its responsible efforts to ensure that the role and influence of fisheries 
cooperatives continue to expand in 2026.

We sincerely hope that 2026 will be filled with even greater achievements 
and development.

Yours Sincerely

No Dong Jin 
ICFO Chairman
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In July 2025, the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) Board of Directors and General Assembly were held in 

Manchester, England, the birthplace of cooperatives. ICFO also held its regular meeting in the same city.

At this ICFO General Assembly, No Dong-jin, Chairman of the Korea National Federation of Fisheries 

Cooperatives (KNFC), was unanimously elected as the 7th ICFO President by the attending members.

Furthermore, Saroj Kumar Sharma, Chairman of the Nepal Central Fishery Cooperative Union (NCFCU), was 

elected as a member of the ICFO Executive Committee.

The ICFO 2025 activity plan and budget were approved, and discussions were held on the 2026 business plan 

and the next meeting. The next ICA General Assembly is scheduled to be held in Panama in September 2026.
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2025 ICA Board of Directors, General Assembly and ICFO General Assembly
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ICFO Scholarship Program

ICFO is committed to fostering talent 

in the fisheries sector, particularly in 

developing countries. ICFO’s scholarship 

program is crucial because it is designed to 

promote sustainable development in the 

global fisheries industry and foster talent in 

the fisheries sector in developing countries.

This year, the 10th batch of scholarship 

recipients continued their studies in the 

Department of Fisheries Biology at Pukyong 

National University (PKNU). The 9th batch 

of scholarship recipients also completed 

a master’s degree in Marine and Fisheries 

Management.

This year, ICFO selected a student from 

Thailand as the 11th batch of scholarship 

recipients.

ICFO and PKNU carefully considered 

several factors, including the applicant’s 

undergraduate major, English proficiency, 

and university academic records, before 

making their decision.

Since the program’s inception in 2014, a 

total of 23 students from six countries have 

received support for their master’s degrees 

under this program.
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ICFO Scholarship Program

ICFO fosters talent in the fisheries sector, particularly 
in developing countries. On January 24, 2014, ICFO and 
Pukyong National University signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on cooperation in fostering talent 
in the fisheries sector at Pukyong National University in 
Busan, South Korea.

The two organizations recognized the need to build 
human resources in the fisheries sector in developing 
countries to promote sustainable development and active 
global cooperation in the fisheries sector, and signed the 
MOU.

Pukyong National University has launched a two-year 
graduate program for two students from developing 
countries who have completed university education in 
fisheries or a fisheries-related field. With support from 
Pukyong National University, ICFO plans to select up to 
two graduates each year.

Pukyong National University will fully cover tuition 
fees. ICFO will also provide scholarships covering airfare, 
accommodation, and daily expenses.
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Fisheries Support Program

ICFO firmly believes in the essential role of promoting the development of the global fisheries industry and 

strengthening ties between member cooperatives and fishing organizations.

Therefore, ICFO has implemented a project to support the purchase of fisheries-related equipment, taking into 

account the local fishing environment of each organization.

This year, ICFO has actively participated from various ICFO member countries, including Palestine and Nepal. 

ICFO has supported the purchase of equipment and items to support member countries’ fisheries, such as pellet 

presses and oxygen generators for aquaculture cooperatives.

As a result, approximately 300 fishermen from member countries have benefited from this project.
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